
The Orchard Primary School 

History  
The Orchard Child is… 

Confident and 
Mature 

Positive Articulate Independent Co-operative 

Enthusiastic Responsible Respectful Healthy Resilient 
 

Intent  
In The Orchard Primary School our aim is that all our pupils develop into confident, 
mature and enthusiastic ‘historical detectives’ who are able to apply their history skills 
across all subjects. In order to nurture and grow as historians we want all our pupils to 
have a solid understanding of all elements of history. They should be able to have a 
solid grasp of chronology and be able to link their understanding of key events, 
individuals, eras and civilisations across time. We believe that pupils’ fascination and 
curiosity within history is engendered through development of critical thinking, precise 
questioning and the evaluation of range of resources in order to determine and develop 
their understanding of the past. 

Implementation 
Our curriculum has been organised to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum 
expectations and clear progression in skills, knowledge and understanding. The pupils 
will gain an appreciation of the history not only of their locality, the United Kingdom 
but also significant individuals and civilisations from around the world, some of which 
reflect the cultural heritage of our community. Central to learning is the need to 
connect both existing and prior learning. ‘Retrieval tasks’ enable the learning from the 
previous lesson to be revisited, in particular the ‘sticky knowledge’ that it is important 
the pupils remember. It may include key vocabulary, dates, events and facts. This all 
allows for revision to become part of good practice and ultimately helps build a depth 
to children’s historical understanding. Guidance notes are always provided within 
history lessons to ensure that teachers and support staff feel confident and supported 
with the historical skills, knowledge and concepts that they are teaching. 

Lessons are arranged around an enquiry question that the pupils will need to answer. To 
support them in this a range of sources of information is used including pictures, 
photographs, documents and film clips. Pupils are encouraged to discuss and reason with 
curiosity what they are presented with and how this can be interpreted. Having studied 
historical evidence, pupils are encouraged to react to history and use this knowledge to 
discuss, present, debate, re-enact and write from different historical perspectives. 



We also ensure that the learning is accessible to all pupils, through the support given 
and the varied expectations in terms of outcomes. The planned activities help to  
embed and consolidate pupils’ understanding of history and its impact on society.  

In the wider, broad and balanced curriculum, pupils are exposed to a range of stories 
from different historical periods and perspectives. Through this, pupils will develop an 
empathy for the past and an understanding of their own place in the world. At The 
Orchard Primary school, historical learning is made significantly more memorable due to 
our carefully planned trips, educational visitors and workshops. History is taught either 
weekly, fortnightly or on a half termly basis, (alternating with geography). The 
sequence of learning is carefully mapped to ensure that children are not overloaded 
with information. 

We appreciate that history also affords children the opportunity to understand the 
history of democracy and we celebrate being part of Britain by ensuring British Values 
are firmly embedded within the curriculum. We look to ensure that pupils gain and 
deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract historical terms as well as key 
historical concepts and use them to improve their understanding, make connections in 
their work and in the wider world. 

 

Impact 
Our History curriculum is a rigorous approach to teaching the subject. Our children 
develop a sound overview of the past and the ability to analyse it with a critical mind. 
Our class work shows how our enquiry-based approach gives real purpose and focus to 
each topic; each lesson planned carefully to address our enquiry question. Our rigorous 
curriculum map shows a whole school curriculum that has been planned carefully to 
teach the main historical concepts through a range of contexts in a way that creates 
links between periods and events. Children will be able to make links to previously 
studied topics and make comparisons. Children will be enthused by their History topics, 
through our cross-curricular approach and enrichment activities which immerses them 
in the period; creating intrigue and enjoyment. Our assessments and monitoring allow us 
to see the impact of our teaching, guide future planning and ensure that our standards 
of teaching are high.  

 
 
 


