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Quick NewsQuick News

The BBC has revealed that Eurovision 2023 
will have the slogan ‘United by Music’, 
and have a logo that features two hearts 
beating together (below). The BBC said it 

which was created as an experiment to 
bring Europe together. This year’s event 
will be held in Liverpool in the UK because 
it’s too dangerous to host the competition 
in Ukraine, which won in 2022.

After three years, the Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) is relaunching its search 
for stand-out school gardeners. 
Schools across the UK are being asked 
to nominate two categories of star 

Gardening Team of the Year, which will be 
awarded to the team of school gardeners 
who have made the biggest difference to 
their school environment or community. 
The second award will go to the RHS 
School Gardening Champion of the Year – 
the adult who has championed gardening 
and growing in a school, and inspired 
their pupils to get gardening. For more 
information about the competition, 
and for advice on how to start your own 
school garden, just head over to the RHS 
site at schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk.

The number of paid-for subscriptions 
to streaming services in the UK fell by 
two million last year. A study by Kantar 

Christmas. Dominic Sunnebo, Kantar’s 
global director of entertainment, said 
that people’s money worries meant they 
were cutting back on video streaming 
subscriptions, especially when families or 
households were subscribed to “three or 

Two new underground bike parks have 
been built in Amsterdam Central station. 
The parks have space for 11,000 bikes to 

200,000 people use the station every 
day – of those, around 100,000 cycle in. 
The space will be free to park in for the 

unattended for more than 28 days, it’ll 
be removed. The commercial manager 
of the station said there was one major 
problem with the enormous bike parking 
space: “Above the racks are row numbers 
and you can see which row you are 

New logo unveiled for 
Eurovision 2023

Search on for RHS 
School Gardener of 
the Year

Streaming 
subscriptions fall  
by two million

Amsterdam’s 11,000 
bike parking spaces

Polar Preet breaks 
another record!

Trump allowed back 
on social media

known as the Oscars, celebrate the 

year a record number of Asian actors 
were nominated for an award, and 

woman to have been nominated as 
Best Actress. However, zero female 
directors were nominated for an 

category, there were lots of top kids’ 
Turning Red, 

plus Guillermo del Toro’s Pinocchio 
and The Sea Beast, which are both on 

Puss in 
Boots: The Last Wish.

has warned that the UK’s economy 
will shrink and perform worse than 
other economies, including Russia’s. 

country’s economy shrinks, this often 
means that companies make less 
money and the number of people 
without jobs goes up because 
companies can’t afford to keep them. 

list with what they call a “negative 

said that the UK was now “on the right 

said that the UK outperformed many 
predictions last year. 

another world record! After we told you 
about the adventurer’s record for longest 
solo and unsupported polar expedition 
by a woman, the 33-year-old has now 
received the overall record for longest 
solo and unsupported polar expedition 

which she said was: “the toughest thing 

forward to having some time to recover.

be allowed back on Facebook and 

spokesman for the company, which owns 
both social media networks, along with 
WhatsApp, said that people “should be 
able to hear what their politicians are 

The conservation organisation World Wide 
Fund For Nature is inviting people to take 
part in a Mini Winter Wander! From 18-26 
February, the conservation charity wants 

in the great outdoors to raise money for 

could even take on the Big Winter Wander, 
and walk ten miles for the charity! To 

resource pack to help you spot the winter 
nature on your doorstep, head over to  
tinyurl.com/TBWW23.

Take part in the 
Big Winter Wander

has been struggling to sell its whale 
meat products, has started selling whale 
from vending machines. The company 
says that sales have been better than 
expected. Conservationists say that the 

increasing its hunting of whales.

2

Japan’s new whale 
vending machines
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Charities hit as 
Amazon giving 
scheme closes

Online shopping business Amazon 
is closing down its charity donation 
scheme, AmazonSmile. The scheme 
meant that customers could donate to 
a charity of their choice when buying 
items on Amazon. The company said it 

to. Many charities have voiced their 
disappointment at the decision, and 
smaller charities have said they will be  
hit hardest.
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on logging and the construction of roads 
in more than half of Alaska’s Tongass 

were removed by Donald Trump.

Protections for largest 
US national forest

Avatar: The Way of Water has passed 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens to become 
the fourth biggest movie of all time – 

weeks, is closing in on the number three 
spot, which is held by Titanic – another 

Avatar and Avatar: The Way of 
Water
Saldaña, who plays Neytiri in the Avatar 
series, 

than $2 billion, as she also starred in 
Avengers and Avengers: Endgame.

Avatar 2 becomes 

by Aaron Henderson
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Who could win at this 
year’s Oscars?

UK receives bad news 
about the economy scars?



WE’VE all seen plenty of red and yellow cards 
being handed out on the football pitch, but what 
about white ones?

A referee in Portugal has used a white card 

Whereas yellow and red cards are used to warn 

the historic white card to acknowledge the quick 

FIRST WHITE CARD 
GIVEN IN FOOTBALL

HeadlinesHeadlines 3 – 9 February 2023
Issue 868

3

AN annual poverty report has found that 3.9 million 
UK children were in poverty in 2020-21, meaning their 
families and households were extremely poor.

intelligence (AI) to help write our front page, but 
publishers are already cracking down on the use  

Science

A 12-YEAR-OLD has won a backpack competition by 

with asthma to breathe more easily.

Girl, 12, invents bag 
that makes it easier 
to breathe Almost 4m UK 

children in poverty

Publishers ban the use 
of AI in science writing
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More people have used food banks 
recently, as they can’t afford simple 

things we often take for granted

C
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Let us know at 

Would you like to see white cards  
used in all football matches?

FEBRUARY is LGBT+ History 
Month, and this year’s theme is 
#BehindTheLens.

 

WOW!WOW!



London, UK

Auckland, New Zealand

Istanbul, Turkey

SPURS defender Amy Turner displays the freshly-made Green Football Weekend Cup. 
The weekend is all about making football more sustainable, so the trophy has been 
made from trees that fell down naturally. The bottom part is from a 175-year-old 
monkey puzzle tree that fell in someone’s garden, while the top half is made from 
poplar trees that became infected with honey fungus. 

PEOPLE gathered at Piccadilly Circus to commemorate victims of the Holocaust and 
other massacres. The event dedicated to the remembrance of the Jews and other 
victims of Nazi persecution during World War Two is held annually on 27 January.

THE clean-up begins at a house that was knocked off its foundations in a large 
mudslide. New Zealand’s largest city, Auckland, was hit with a record amount of rainfall 

people are known to have died so far. 

THIRTY 
 

the festival.
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Space

THE face of a ‘bear’ has been found on the surface of Mars. Astronomers from the 
University of Arizona found the formation using high-resolution cameras on board 
NASA’s HiRISE spacecraft orbiting above the Red Planet. Craters appear to make up  
the eyes of the ‘bear’, and a V-shaped collapsed hill looks like its nose.

NA
SA

London, UK
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ASTEROID’S CLOSE 
ENCOUNTER WITH 
EARTH

FOUR new tombs and a huge collection of Ancient 
Egyptian treasures have been discovered at the Saqqara 
archaeological site near Cairo.

The discovery, including statues and pottery, has  
been called one of the biggest of its kind in recent years. 

Zahi Hawass, the archaeologist and former Egyptian 
 

a tomb belonging to a man named Khnumdjedef, a priest, 
inspector and supervisor of nobles. 

The second biggest tomb belonged to a man called Meri, 

a mummy inside, which hadn’t been opened in 4,300 years! 

of a man covered with gold foil. This mummy may be the 

All of the treasures are thought to date back to around the 

1,000 years before Tutankhamun was born.

Huge discovery of Ancient 
Egyptian treasures

Kew Gardens
THE London attraction is now 

largest giant waterlily! The 
Victoria boliviana was named new 
to science in July 2022 and has been described 
as one of the botanical wonders of the world. Its 

Nadhim 
Zahawi
THE Conservative Party 
chairman has been sacked by 

found to have broken the rules by not telling the 

paying his taxes properly. 

EDITOR’S 
COMMENT
OUR feature on the Ukraine 

some amazing tales of 
courage from such  
young people.

shelter to a boy who escaped one awful situation 
in Afghanistan, only to be plunged into another 
in Ukraine, these brave youngsters have seen 
things that no kid should ever have to.

And, although we can’t stop the war, you can 
all be proud of your fundraising efforts that have 
helped the children of Ukraine so much. 

GOODGOOD
WEEKWEEK

BADBAD
WEEKWEEK
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Safer Internet Day is here!
MILLIONS of people from across the world will 
be joining forces for Safer Internet Day on 
7 February. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of 
the day, which was set up to help us all learn 
about the ways we can stay safe online.

Children, young people, parents, carers 

The aim of the day is to look at ways we 
can all protect children and young people 
better from things such as cyberbullying, 
harmful content and fake news. You can 
learn more at saferinternetday.org.

Nicky Cox MBE

AN asteroid known as 2023 BU passed incredibly 

The space rock came closer to our planet than 
even some satellites. At one point it was just 

wasn’t going to be hit because they know that the 
rock is actually very small: 2023 BU is estimated to 

the size of a bus. 
If it had come any closer to us it would 

probably have burnt up high in the atmosphere 

has changed now thanks to its encounter with 
Earth, because our planet’s gravity pulled on it 
and changed its path. Instead of it taking around 

425 days. 
This asteroid was the fourth closest to pass by 

Earth since records began.
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Some of the Egyptian statues

The red line shows how close the 2023 BU 
asteroid came to Earth. The white line in 
the inset picture shows the moon’s orbit

NA
SA

Get First News online and delivered to your 
home every week, or recommend First News to 
a friend with our fantastic introductory offer of 
four weeks for free. 

Visit 

DON’T MISS OUT!
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MANY groups of workers have been striking over the last 
few months. By the time you read this paper, you may 
have been affected by teacher strikes. Here’s everything 
you need to know about strike action in the UK.

What is a strike?
A strike is when a group of workers choose to protest 

by refusing to do their job for a period of time. Strikes 
can happen because of issues around pay or working 
conditions. Problems around working conditions could 
involve lots of things: giving staff more training or what 
they feel is a fair amount of work; making a workplace 
safer and friendlier, or even basic rights like allowing staff 
to have regular toilet breaks and access to drinking water. 
A lot of the current strikes are mostly about pay because 

than people’s wages, meaning they end up being worse 
off than before.

Strikes cause a lot of disruption for people, although 
that’s kind of the point, because strikes aim to put 
pressure on companies and the Government to come to 
an agreement with workers to end the strike. 

People don’t get paid while they’re on strike, so for 
many, it’s a last resort and a sign that things have 
become really bad.

Who’s striking?
Lots of people have been on strike or plan to strike in the 

UK. They include nurses, ambulance staff, railway workers, 
Royal Mail workers, university staff and, importantly for 
you, teachers.

and junior doctors are voting until 20 February about 
whether to stage a three-day strike in March.

Why are teachers striking?
Teachers and support staff have been 

striking in England, Scotland and Wales. 
The main reason for striking is because of 
pay, but as Mary van den Heuvel from the 
National Education Union says, “there are 
a lot of issues around workloads” and “the 
level of change happening in our schools”.

Last month, the Labour Party found that 

the last ten years had already quit being 

pressures that teachers face, and suggests 
that many feel they don’t get paid enough 
to make the stress worthwhile. It’s not just 
teachers and support staff either – the 
National Association of Head Teachers 

they’re not striking yet, head teachers are 
unhappy too.

What’s a union?
A union is a group that represents 

people who work in certain jobs. Unions talk 
to employers about pay, working hours and conditions. If 
there are problems that can’t be settled, a union can ask 
its members if they want to strike.

Even though there are teacher strikes going on right 
now, it’s important to point out that it doesn’t mean every 
teacher will be striking. It’s only teachers who are in a 
union that has decided to strike.

When are teachers striking?
At the time of First News going to press, teachers  

in England and Wales were due to strike on 15 and 

strike on 14 February. Some areas of England will also see 
teacher strikes on 28 February and on 1 and 2 March. 

Teachers in Scotland have been striking on and off 

strikes on 6 February, each day only affecting two areas. 
There’ll also be strikes on 28 February and 1 March.

In Northern Ireland, teachers have agreed to a half-day 
strike on the morning of 21 February.

STRIKES: WHAT’S GOING ON?

GERMANY and the US have agreed to send tanks to Ukraine, after weeks of 
pressure from their own countries and others.

forces, seemingly worried that doing so might draw Germany and other countries 

tanks, swiftly followed by the US saying it would send 31 of its M1 Abrams tanks.

German-made Leopard 2 tanks. Finland, Spain, Norway, Poland and the 
Netherlands will all be sending Leopard 2s to help Ukraine, which has been  
asking Western countries for heavy artillery, as well as tanks and planes.

Mystery shipwreck is 
350-year-old warship

A SHIPWRECK that was discovered 
in 2019 is a 17th-century Dutch 
warship called Klein Hollandia.

Remains of the mystery ship 
were found 32 metres under water 
off the coast of Eastbourne in 
England. Since then, teams from 
the UK and the Netherlands have 
worked to identify the ship, using 
historical records and by working 
out the age of the wood that was 
used to build the ship.

They worked out that the 
Klein Hollandia was a warship 
built in 1656 that had fought in 
several battles between 1665 
and 1667. In 1672, it was carrying 
slabs of marble from Italy to the 
Netherlands when it sank off the 
English coast.

the Nautical Archaeology 

dive back in April 2019, we have 
been fascinated by the range 
of material on the seabed: the 
impressive amount of wooden 
hull structure, the ship’s cannons, 
the beautifully cut marble tiles, 

after four years of investigation 

identify the vessel.”
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Germany and 
US to send tanks 
to Ukraine

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz next to a Leopard 2 tank
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Klein Hollandia
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Join in the conversation 
and cast your vote! 

Vote at 

A GROUP of 
Conservative 
MPs are 

Government 
to introduce 

YOURYOURSAY!SAY!

Schools and nurseries across the UK will be taking part in some mega maths 
activities to help raise money for the NSPCC and its children’s services such 
as Childline.  

Celebrate one of the UK’s greatest writers on his birthday! 

DIARYDIARY
DATESDATES

HeadlinesHeadlines7

ALMOST ONE IN TEN 
LOCAL BUS SERVICES 
CANCELLED

Sugar tax prevents obesity, says study

Experts led by the University of Cambridge looked at 
what effect the sugar tax (money added to the price of 
soft drinks) has had since it was introduced in 2018 to 
tackle childhood obesity.

They say that the tax seems to have had a big impact 
on girls in Year 6, preventing 5,234 cases of obesity a 
year. The highest reduction was among girls whose 
schools were in deprived areas, where children are 
known to drink the most sugary drinks.

However, the team found that the sugar tax had  
no big effect on obesity levels among Year 6 boys. 

advertising, while girls are more likely to make healthier 
choices. Dr Nina Rogers from Cambridge said the results 

that it [the sugar tax] is likely to have helped prevent 
thousands of children each year becoming obese.” Other 
experts say that if fruit juice and milk drinks came under 
the sugar tax too, we’d see a bigger effect.

The study was published in the journal PLOS Medicine.

 

A collection of 578 stone tools was found, with all 
but three made from a very delicate material called 
obsidian. This is a type of glass formed by cooling lava 
and can produce the sharpest blades on Earth. It’s a very 

hard material to shape, and dangerous too – experts 
wear gloves to handle it. 

Experts believed that tool-making workshops like this 

in Egypt is now the earliest known example. The results 
were reported in Nature Ecology & Evolution.
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The Guardian
That’s the same as more than 1,000 routes that have been cut, 

despite the Government promising to improve public transport 
to make things fairer for everyone. 

Lincoln said cancelled buses or ones that don’t run very often 
have meant them missing important doctor’s appointments and 
work. Children have struggled to get to school and lots of elderly 
people have been stopped from getting about. 

It’s understood that the Department for Transport is looking 
at providing more support for buses from April this year to help 
improve the situation.

Yes, they should! Just because they’re in 
charge doesn’t mean they don’t have to 
follow the law. 

– eleran

I feel like if bosses don’t follow the rules 
then it could be quite dangerous for  
young people. It would not be at all fair  
for anyone to be put at risk.

– tiger.star

Yes, because they are not protecting kids 
from harmful content.

The internet plays a big role in young 
people’s lives nowadays, and safety 
means everything.

– shruti_b

I believe it should be the main priority of 
social media bosses to ensure their users’ 
online safety, so breaking the rules is  
a serious offence. 

– aces10

They should because children might not 
know the rules and they are supposed to 
be role models.

– splashy10



Rare kangaroo arrives 
at Chester Zoo
A rare Goodfellow’s tree kangaroo joey, 

has emerged from its mum’s pouch. The 

as the species is highly threatened 
and only two zoos in the UK care for the 

the tiny joey using a special endoscope 
camera placed into its mum’s pouch 

hunting and deforestation. 

First children’s 
ambulance launches

treatment, in particular heart surgery. 

patients calm and entertained, with 

 

Land to be transformed 
into new nature reserve
A £5.25 million plot of land near Bruton is to 

creation, planting a community orchard, plus 
an indoor meeting space for community 

land as what they call ‘ecosystem engineers’ 

Huge museum project 
needs young people!
Thousands of primary school children are 

museum project – The Wild Escape. More 
than 500 museums across the UK are taking 
part, asking young people to create wildlife 
artworks to raise awareness of the threats 

famous artists will transform the pieces into 

Wild Isles 

at thewildescape.org.uk. 

Check out a tiny library 
designed by kids

has opened in Greater Manchester. The 

is just 33.6m2 2

where more than 150 languages are 
spoken and almost half of young people 

NORTHERN IRELAND UK

G
et

ty

3 – 9 February 2023by Hannah Timson Home NewsHome News Issue 868
8

Join the Where’s Wally? 
book fund fun run

to walk or run 10K, 5K or 1K to help raise 

since 2020. All the money raised will 

areas in the UK with their reading, 

want to take part, you can register now 
at literacytrust.org.uk/whereswally. 
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IT’S a mystery that has puzzled cat owners for centuries: 

A team of scientists have studied hours of YouTube 
videos to try to work out the answer.

Spending days watching cat videos online sounds 
like our idea of fun, but in this case it was all about hard 

Dr Noema Gajdoš-Kmecová of the University of 
Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy in Košice, Slovakia, led 
the study. She’s a cat owner herself, and had long been 
curious about whether her cats were playing or brawling. 

The scientist and her team, which included cat 
behaviour experts, examined the behaviour of 105 pairs 
of cats, interacting with each other in videos uploaded to 
YouTube or sent in to them by cat owners.

They looked for six categories 
of behaviour, including 
wrestling, chasing and noises. 
Each of the cats in the videos 
were then assessed for these 
categories. In particular, the 
scientists looked at how often 
these behaviours appeared, 
and for how long.

They then labelled these 
into three categories: playing, 

between. The last category  
is especially important. 

Dr Gajdoš-Kmecová said: 
“We believe that inter-cat 
interactions are not black-
and-white events.” She said 
interaction can start out as 
“mutual social play”, when 
both cats want to play and 
are enjoying having fun, but 

then one of them stops feeling like that and switches 

The study said that “when cats are young and when 
they are wrestling and not vocalising [making noise] they 
are most likely playing”. But when there are long pauses 
without movement, or noises and chasing, the cats may 

Dr Gajdoš-Kmecová and her team say this study is 
only the beginning of their research into the mysterious 
behaviour of cats. “This study is like a cliffhanger episode 
to another highly rated series,” she said. 

The team are already planning a new study, with 
researchers in Belgium, which will mean even more time 
spent watching cat videos! 

Science NewsScience News9 3 – 9 February 20239
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by Eddie de Oliveira

CAT 
FIGHT 
OR CAT 
PLAY?

SCIENTISTS 
a mink farm in Spain.

In October last year, several mink, like the ones 

vets thought it might have been due to Covid-19. 

spreading fast around the world in the past two 
years. The reason experts are concerned is because, 
until now, the virus was not thought to spread easily 

reported to date have been in people who caught the 
virus directly from infected birds, but not from other 
people or mammals.

The outbreak on the Spanish mink farm suggests 

easily from mammal to mammal.

1996. Around nine years later, the virus was detected 

in 2020, and that’s the one driving the huge global 

Since October 2021, more than seven million captive 

disease spreading in the UK alone. 
 Dr Tom Peacock, a virus expert at Imperial College 

London, said the mink farm outbreak was “incredibly 

outbreak, including one death. So for now, there’s no 
cause for alarm, but scientists are closely monitoring 
the situation.

BRITISH astronaut Tim Peake is to host a 

the International Space Station (ISS), back in 

experiments and conducted a spacewalk to 
repair the station’s power supply.

Space Agency since 2009, but recently 
announced his retirement. Days later, he was 

show about space. 
The broadcaster said that Peake will explore 

the mysteries of our solar system and the galaxies beyond. The show, called Tim Peake: 
Secrets Of Our Universe, will use CGI and archive footage to explore the cosmos.

Peake said: “There is always so much more to learn and uncover – we will never truly know 
all there is to know about the universe – but it is endlessly fascinating to me and to people 
worldwide, and I am delighted to continue my journey into uncovering its mysteries.”
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This report is from the Science and Industry Museum in Manchester

IF you tune in to hear the news on a radio, 

This is the Greenwich Time Signal, also 
known as the BBC pips. Since 5 February 
1924, these pips chime to mark the 
beginning of a new hour on BBC radio 
channels. They ring from seconds 55 to 60, 
and have existed for almost as long as the 
BBC itself! 

The idea to broadcast public time signals 
came from the then Astronomer Royal, 
Frank Dyson, and BBC director, John Reith.

Last year, the BBC celebrated its 100th 

BBC’s century-long history in a free display 
at the Science and Industry Museum in 
Manchester. 

For more information, visit tinyurl.com/
BBCScienceMuseum.
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Peake just before blast-off to the ISS
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Hercules statue discovered
An ancient statue 
of Roman god 
Hercules has 
been discovered 
by workers 
making repairs 
to the sewers 
underneath 
Rome’s Appia 
Antica Park. Park 
staff said that they 
were able to tell 
it was Hercules 
because the life-size statue had a club and a lion’s coat 
covering its head. It’s thought the statue is from the 
Roman imperial period, from around 27 BCE to AD 476.

Hundreds arrested in large 
climate protest
A total of 768 climate protesters have been arrested after 
they blocked a main road to The Hague, the central hub of 
the Netherlands government. The protest was organised 
by Extinction Rebellion, which encourages people to 
take action against climate change and protest against 
government funding of fossil fuels. Ahead of the protest, 
seven people were arrested in their homes for calling on 
people to join the road-blocking stunt.

Medical emergency declared
Some 16 starving tribal people from the Amazon’s 
Yanomami reserve have had to be airlifted to hospital to 
receive urgent treatment. Brazil’s new government has 
said that hundreds of Yanomami people have died from 
drinking poisonous water in the past few years because 
of pollution caused by mining and logging in the area. 
In his four years in power, Brazil’s former president 
Jair Bolsonaro removed environmental protections 
for Brazil’s indigenous people, and his critics say his 
speeches encouraged illegal mining and logging 
activity. Around 28,000 indigenous people live in the 
Yanomami reserve in small villages in the rainforest. On 
a visit to the Yanomami reserve, Brazil’s new president, 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, said: “We are going to treat our 
indigenous people as human beings.”

Call to stop population shrinking
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has pledged 
to tackle the country’s falling birth rate. The number of 
babies born in Japan last year was below 800,000, a new 
record low for the nation. The government had thought 

this wouldn’t happen for another eight years. The 
average age in Japan is 49, the second 
highest in the world, and Mr Kishida has 
said that the country is close to being 
unable to work properly, because the 
number of younger people is too low. 

He said that he would double the 
government’s budget to support 

families, and a new children and 
families agency would be set up 
later in the year. A study by YuWa 
Population Research found that 
Japan is the third most expensive 
country in the world to raise a 
child, behind only China and 
South Korea.

Sending cheetahs to India
South Africa has agreed to 
send 12 cheetahs a year to 
India for the next eight to ten 
years, as part of a plan to help 
the country have a “secure 
cheetah population” again. Until 
the 1940s, India had a native 
population of Asiatic cheetahs, 
which became extinct because 
of hunting and habitat loss. In 
2020 the country’s supreme 
court ruled that African 
cheetahs could be introduced 
to India as an ‘experiment’. In 

years, when eight of the animals were released in Kuno 
National Park in the state of Madhya Pradesh.

Mass protests after beating
Protests have been held across the US, after the details 
of the death of Tyre Nichols were released. Nichols was a 

and later died. On 7 January, Nichols was driving home, 

writing, it wasn’t clear why he was stopped by the police. 

could go to prison for murder. Legal experts and human 
rights campaigners have said that Nichols’ death shows 
the need for serious changes to policing in the US. 
Professor Alexis Hoag-Fordjour,  
a professor at Brooklyn Law 
School, said to the BBC: “The 

the [main] issue” and that it  
was “a problem of policing”.
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The hospital where 
Yanomami people 

were airlifted to

A protest in New York



THIS week, Braydon tells us about FYI’s takeover of Sky 
Sports, which took place during Transfer Deadline Day – 
an important time for the UK’s football clubs! 

What is a transfer in football?
In football, transfers can make or break a season. In 
January, the mid-season transfer window allows clubs 
to bring in players to strengthen their team. And whether 

relegation, all us football fans are hopeful that a big 
player will join their club.

Sky Sports dedicates a daily programme to transfers 
during January, and this week I got to live the dream  
and host an FYI takeover and be a part of the Transfer 
Show team!

What happened in the studio?
The day started with a production meeting with the 
producers and presenters to discuss the breaking news 
of the day and the latest transfer gossip, and we talked 
about how to check fake stories from fact, and how they 
build their own network of trusted sources to contact as 
the stories break. I was allocated my own transfer story to 
investigate and worked with the team to gather my facts 
ready for the show

As we prepared for the show, I helped Mike Wedderburn 
(the lead presenter) with the script and agreed the order 
of the show and the players we would talk about. I was 
even given my own seat in the main studio and got ready 
to go live. The excitement began to build as the lights 
came on and the title music played and I was introduced 
as a guest presenter. We talked about all things football 
and I was able to deliver my story about the transfers 
at Chelsea, who have been the big spenders during this 
transfer window.

Maybe you saw the FYI takeover on Transfer Deadline 

Day, but if not, check out the link below to see what goes 
on behind the scenes at Sky Sports.

FYI TAKES OVER SKY 
SPORTS’ TRANSFER SHOW
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Braydon as a guest 
presenter on the show

Watch this week’s FYI by 
scanning the QR code below 

 
Teachers – there are education 

resources for you, too!

START an FYI News Club and you could create 
your own report for FYI, and get your story featured 
in First News
teacher to go to  

FYI 

Watch the show every week on the First News app, at 
, on Sky News and Sky Kids, or 

SET UP YOUR OWN  
FYI NEWS CLUB!

GOGO
ONLINEONLINE

Special ReportSpecial Report

IT’S Children’s Mental Health Week 
2023 this week, taking place from  

Launched by children’s mental 
health charity Place2Be in 2015, 
the week shines a spotlight on the 
importance of children and young 
people’s mental health. 

There are loads of free resources 
that can be used in class at school, 
suited to both primary and secondary 
age schoolchildren, and there  
are even resources in the Welsh 
language too.

If your school is getting involved, 
don’t forget to go onto the Children’s 
Mental Health Week website to add 
your school to the map and join 
the hundreds of schools taking part 
around the UK.

The theme for Children’s Mental 
Health Week 2023 is Let’s Connect. 

Place2Be says: “People thrive in 
communities, and this connection 
is vital for our wellbeing. When we 
have healthy connections – to family, 
friends and others – this can support 
our mental health and our sense of 
wellbeing.”

As well as providing loads of ideas 
for how schools can get involved, 
there are also top tips and activities 
for families, to help adults and children 
connect and discuss the important 
matters of mental health and 
wellbeing. 

Everyone feels down sometimes, 
and one of the simplest things we 
can do to start to make things better 
is to talk to someone. Connecting 
with others in healthy, rewarding 
and meaningful ways is a big step 
to improving mental health. So Let’s 
Connect!

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK

from First News. We teamed up with 
Sky Kids weekly news show FYI, Dr Alex 
George, the Department for Education 
and Public Health England to produce  
a series of mental health videos.

health and wellbeing; they look at 
sleeping, reducing screen time, eating 
well, being active and speaking up. 

Each video comes with ideas of things 
to talk about – and there are resource 
activities and notes that teachers might 

Just head to 
whats-on-your-mind 

6-12 February 2023
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Starling Bank

LEARNING 
ABOUT EARNING!

Starling Bank is registered in England and Wales as Starling Bank Limited (No. 09092149), 5th Floor, London 
Fruit And Wool Exchange, 1 Duval Square, London, E1 6PW. 

We are authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
and the Prudential Regulation Authority under registration number 730166.

Try Starling Kite
Like a virtual piggy bank, Starling Kite is an award-winning debit 
card and app for kids aged 6-16. The Kite app lets you and your 
adult know every time you spend or receive money, so it’s easy to 
keep track of how much you have left – and how much more you 

Information for adults
Adult permission is necessary and parents/guardians must already have a personal account with Starling 
before they can order the Kite card from the app. Sign up for Starling Kite before 31 March 2023 and get your 

There are no extra charges for transfers or ATM withdrawals. Kite cards include blocks for certain merchants 
in order to keep children safe, including gambling merchants, nightclubs and bars. Try Kite today.

Money made simple with

How and when young 
people can start to 
earn money 

Over 13 years old

You can be employed part-time, but there are 
laws to protect you. For instance, you’re not allowed 
to work during school hours, before 7am or after 
7pm. Here are some ideas of the kind of part-time 
work you could consider:

 Car washing             Gardening
  Dog walking 

 Feeding cats while their owners are away. 
If you’re over 13, why not ask your adult to help  

you research part-time job opportunities that  
might suit you?

Over 16 years old

You’re entitled to earn at least the National 
Minimum Wage for any full-time or part-time 
work you take on. From April this year, the National 
Minimum Wage for under-18s will be raised to £5.28 
per hour. The Minimum Wage goes up to £7.49 for 
those aged 18-20 and £10.18 per hour for those aged 
21-22.

Over 23 years old

Workers over the age of 23 are entitled to a higher 
minimum amount, which is called the National 
Living Wage. From April this year, the National Living 
Wage will be raised to £10.42 per hour.

Fair pay

Of course, the above rates are the minimum 
amounts you’re guaranteed to earn. The starting 
salary for some jobs may be higher and sometimes 
employers give their staff a pay rise every year. 

Laws are in place to make sure that there isn’t 
discrimination in the workplace, which includes 
making sure wages are fair. So, two people with 
equal experience who are doing the same job 
should be paid the same salary. 

Despite these laws, there are still differences in 
the average earnings of men and women, which is 
called the ‘gender pay gap’. Pay gaps also affect 
ethnic minorities and people with disabilities. It’s 
important that we work towards a world where 
these gaps are closed and everyone is paid fairly. 

Working for someone else or for yourself 

Being employed – working for a business – is the most 
common way that people in the UK earn wages, but many 
people choose to work for themselves instead. 

Some people set up their own businesses and may end 
up employing staff to work for them. Other people take on 
freelance or contract work, which means they’re paid to 

anything from designing a website to working on a farm 
for the summer).

Work experience 

Doing a work experience placement, otherwise known 
as an internship, can be a great way to get an idea of 
different careers. Many students do a two-week work 
experience placement in Year 10 or 11, which is unpaid, 
although some employers offer to pay costs, such as  
your travel or lunch. 

What sort of careers are you considering? When you’re 

interest you.

Whether you work for a company or you’re self-
employed, you need to pay tax, known as Income Tax, 
once you earn more than £12,570 per year. The basic 

earn over £12,570). However, the UK’s top earners pay 45% 
of their salary in Income Tax on anything they earn above 
£150,000. The Government uses money from Income Tax 
to pay for things like schools, housing and roads. 

you earn more than £242 a week) is called National 
Insurance. The Government uses the money from 
National Insurance to pay for things like pensions, sick 

claim when they’re out of work).

Do you ever earn pocket money for doing chores 
around the house? If so, then you’ve already had some 
experience of earning wages! As you get older there’ll be 
more opportunities to make your own money, but there 
are laws on where you can work, how many hours you  
can do and what you should be paid. The laws are there 
to make sure you’re paid fairly, you’re kept safe at work 
and that other areas of your life, like your education and 
home life, aren’t negatively affected. Here’s our guide.

y
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A RETIRED US Marine dog has been awarded the PDSA 
Dickin Medal for bravery.

Bass, a Belgian Malinois, was presented with his award for 
bravery after serving for six years in the US Marine Special 
Operations Command (MARSOC). During his service, 
Bass was sent to Afghanistan, Iraq and Somalia, where he 
conducted more than 350 sweeps for explosives and took 
part in 46 important missions. His bravery was put to the 
test during one night-time raid when he saved a number  

Bass is now retired and living with his former handler, Staff 
Sergeant Alex Schnell. He is the 75th recipient of the Dickin 
Award, which is the animal version of the Victoria Cross.

A NEW study into the way chimpanzees and 
bonobos use sign language to communicate has 
shown that humans share elements of a common 
language with these great apes. 

A team from the University of St Andrews used 
videos of wild chimpanzees and bonobos to study 
gestures they made when communicating with 
each other. Many of the gestures were similar, or 
the same, as gestures made by both adult and 

infant humans. The research suggests that human 
language began with gestures used by ancestors 
that we shared with apes.

The lead researcher, Dr Kirsty Graham, said: 

would have started off gesturing”. Her fellow 
researcher, Dr Catherine Hobaiter, said: “It’s  
a useful reminder that we are also great apes!”

PLOS Biology.

Understanding chimp chat Posh new pad and 
pool for penguins

HEROIC HOUND
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Chimpanzees use 
their hands and 

sign language to 
communicate

THE penguins at Blackpool Zoo are getting a state-of-the-art 
extension to their home, plus a pool upgrade. 

The £100,000 development has already started and should be 

the penguins that will be made with sand taken from an estuary on 
the River Mersey. Extra nesting boxes and shady areas are also being 
created, along with netting to help protect the penguins from wild 

creative with how they feed the penguins, and it means there’s room 

Blackpool Zoo is the only zoo in the UK that houses Magellanic 
penguins, a species that originally comes from South America.
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14 by the Disasters Emergency Committee

Find out more about how your donations are helping at dec.org.uk/ukraine

Donations are making a real difference and will continue to help people 
over the next two years as needs continue to change.  

UKRAINIAN CHILDREN: 
HOW YOU HAVE HELPED 
IT’S 

First News readers who 

and other fantastic fundraisers!

One year on

 

 

Ask the DEC
Send us your questions and we’ll get our experts to answer them. 

 
 
 

 

upcoming issue of First News.

*

* 

The DEC appeal in numbers
 

*
*

* 

Special Ukraine ReportSpecial Uk
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Refugee and volunteer Tatiana, 60, plays with 
her granddaughter, Alyssa, three, at a food 

distribution warehouse run by DEC charity Plan 
International’s local partner Moldova for Peace

Yulia with her art at a 
hotel providing temporary 

accommodation for 
Ukrainian refugees 

we share how your donations are supporting 

Special Ukraine Reportkraine Report



  You’ve been working on this show for a long time,  

Cameron: It felt like our little secret for years, so it’s really 
nice for them to share it with people. 

 It’s just out, so it still doesn’t feel like it’s really out!

 Lucy Carlyle, where do I start? She’s brilliant, I love 
playing her. One of the things that drew me to her is that 
these kids are heroes at the helm of a ship, but that’s 
not all they are. They’re going through that universal 
experience of being teenagers and they’re feeling all 

the world. Lucy is unapologetically herself, 

loving to those who she considers 
family. She’s proper cool. We’ve 
all been saying that our 
characters are much  
cooler than us!
Cameron: Lockwood is 
very cool, far cooler 
than me. He’s very 
good with a sword, 
so that was an 
amazing challenge 
– and really fun 
but slightly scary. 
He’s complex. 
When you do eight 
episodes, you 
have time to really 
explore the character 

quiet moments, in 
happy moments, sad 
moments, angry moments, 
it’s amazing. There is a 
real pleasure when you sort 
of become friends with your 
character.
Ali: I love George and I love how socially 
awkward he is. I love how intelligent he is, I love how 
passionate he is about what he does and I particularly 
love his arc in the story and how he really comes to love 

Obviously they have family problems in their back stories, 
so it’s nice that the three of them kind of come together 
to deal with them.

Cameron: When I got the audition, I read The Screaming 
Staircase and then read the script, and they’re amazing. 
When you get the job, you sort of you think: “Okay, well 
now I need to read the whole thing.” I had to ask for a new 
copy because mine was just so scribbled and battered. 
They’re great and Jonathan’s vision is amazing. It was 
really nice to get to meet him and work with him and 
get advice from him on his characters, and how we can 
translate them to a screen. 
Ali: Personally, I love the books. I thought that because 
George is such an expert in the world that he lives in, 
I also needed to have some level of knowledge about 

we just had a conversation for hours 
about the books and back stories 

and potential spin-offs.
 I must say, I didn’t! I got 

the audition, then I went 
on to Goodreads and 

and I loved that it was 
written from Lucy’s 
perspective. When  
I got the job, I read 
the books. I didn’t 
want to commit to 
them before I got 
the job, otherwise  
I think I would have 
been just absolutely 
gutted if I didn’t get it.

  The show has a  

elements, so did it ever 

There were lots of 
spooky locations. I guess when 

you’re doing a night shoot and 
you’re by yourself and you run off to 

the loo that’s miles away, you let yourself 
believe all of these things. But when you come 

back on the set and you’re in an environment that’s got 
everyone in hi-vis jackets, it’s not so spooky! 
Ali: Our directer Joe actually gave me one note before 
production. He was like: “The one thing that I want you to 

and the three of them are always in danger and could 

die at any moment.” Obviously, George is comic relief, but 
you can’t get too comfortable and you have to show that 
the stakes are real throughout the eight episodes.

 

Cameron: I’ve never had a ghostly encounter. I was 
saying to Joe the other day that I just can’t get my head 
around it. He was like, you know, it’s the people who don’t 
believe that see!

You probably believe it less now you’ve been 

things like tennis balls take the place of other actors, who 
are then added into the scene later.]
Ali: In rehearsals, Jenny Tompkins, one of the acting 
coaches, told us a few ghost stories, that kind of spooked 
us out a bit!
Cameron:
even though I don’t really believe – and I don’t have a 
sword! Although I think we believe a little bit more now 
though after doing the show! 

Never say never!
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SUPERNATURAL SUPERNATURAL 
SLEUTHSSLEUTHS

HOLLY WILLOUGHBY, HOLLY WILLOUGHBY, 
DANCING ON ICEDANCING ON ICE

“It would have to be during  

like to do something from 
Peter Pan; and I’d like to 

IF YOU WERE   IF YOU WERE   
TO TAKE TO TO TAKE TO 

THE ICE, WHAT THE ICE, WHAT 
WOULD YOU WOULD YOU 

SKATE TO?SKATE TO?

Left to right: Ruby Stokes plays Lucy Carlyle, Cameron Chapman plays Anthony 

LOCKWOOD and Co

Lockwood and Co



1 After lots of speculation, Bruno Tonioli has 
Britain’s Got Talent judging 

panel. The former Strictly Come Dancing judge 
made his BGT debut this week when auditions began 
in London. The former dancer has replaced David 
Walliams, who stepped down from the show last year. 
Bruno joins Alesha Dixon, Amanda Holden and his pal 
Simon Cowell on the panel. The new series of Britain’s 
Got Talent will be back on our screens later this year. 

 

2 Production has begun on Nickelodeon’s 
Monster High: The Movie 2
shot in Canada with lots of the original cast 

(above) returning for a new monster adventure. 

3 Justin Bieber has sold the rights to 290 of his 
songs for £162 million ($200 million). Hits like 
Sorry and Baby are now owned by a company 

called Hipgnosis Songs Capital, which has also bought 
the rights to songs by lots of other artists. This means 
that every time a song owned by them is played, they 
get paid money for it.

4 The Song Academy Young Songwriter 2023 
competition is now open for entries. If you 
are aged 8-18 and have written your own 

competition for you. You can enter until 31 March at  
 and winners will be 

chosen by a panel of music industry experts and artists. 
Good luck!

5 TV presenter Emma Willis is hosting a series 
of short videos to help kids understand their 
brains and themselves. The eight-minute 

health experts and will be available for teachers 
and students at  during 
Children’s Mental Health Week (6-12 February). 

SNAP OF THE WEEKSNAP OF THE WEEK
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PICKPICK
 week, FYI

Scarlett tells us about one of 

Earlier this year I met Eva 

a show for FYI! It was so exciting 
because I had watched her on Britain’s Got Talent 
where she had the whole audience in stitches with 
her comedy sketches. Believe it or not she was even 
funnier in person. Eva was also really kind and so 
interesting to interview. 

for a show on CBBC called My Life: Eva’s Having A 
Ball, and it’s coming out very soon, next Thursday 
in fact! The show follows Eva as she puts on a ball 
to raise money for Birmingham Children’s Hospital, 
who have helped Eva throughout her life. 

about more about Eva’s story!
My Life: Eva’s Having A Ball is on CBBC on 

Thursday 9 February.

Tonioli has 
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The Curse of Alton Manor is a fully immersive ride 
through a dark and creepy haunted house. The story 
behind the new ride, and the history of Alton Manor, 
is being kept a closely guarded secret, but the ride’s 
creators have promised that it will be Alton Tower’s 

scariest dark ride to date. State-of-the-art special 
effects and visuals will be used to scare “brave 
youngsters” as they travel through Alton Manor! Will 
you be brave enough to face it? We’re not so sure…

The Curse of Alton Manor will open at Alton Towers 
Resort this spring.

Scarlett and Eva on FYI



 What does it feel like to revisit this character 
after so long?
It’s great actually. Puss has been an important 
factor in my career. I didn’t expect to do anything 
like this really. I arrived to the United States 
without speaking the language. This character 
wasn’t really in my plan, but it happened and it 
became one of the most prominent [well-known] 
characters in my career. It’s always a beautiful 
thing to get back to the studio and start recording 
and getting back into the skin of this character. 

character you’ve played on screen?
Absolutely! The connection was established 
by the creators of the saga. You have to 
think the saga was created using fairy-tale 
characters and taking a look at them from a 
completely different angle. Zorro was one of 
those characters, because he was actually 
created for The New York Times newspaper. 
It was a comic before it became a movie 
and TV show in the 1960s, so they took that 
character and they just put it in a cat and 
that is what I think creates the comedy and 
makes it recognisable for everybody. 

 You’re the voice actor in the original movie and also 
the Spanish version of the movie. Is it complicated for 
you to play the same character in different languages? 
It is more technical. When you do it in English, you are 
completely free and you’re not attached to an image. 
The animators draw around your voice. When I speak 
in Spanish, of course it’s my mother language so I have 
more control of it and the expressions, but at the same 
time you have to be lip-syncing. It’s very technical. Once 

you overcome that technical side, you can do a lot of 
things with the character. I put a voice to the character 
that has to do with my home town; it’s an Andalusian 
accent, it’s a Malaga accent and it’s an accent associated 

for the Americas, we create expressions that are very 

that isn’t used in Spain but that is used in Mexico. Or we’ll 

so it’s complex because you spend a lot of time doing 
different versions of Spanish. We talk the same 
language yes, but there are expressions and 
words with different meanings and so those 
things have to be addressed.  

The Last Wish. Have  

Well, yes, there are many. I would like to have 
nine lives! I totally coincide with Puss in Boots. 
I’d love to have nine lives, that would be 
awesome.

 
Do you think that changes him?
Yeah, that’s actually the main thing, that’s 
the main narrative in the movie. The fact that 
now there is no possibility to survive an action 
scene, a problem, an accident. It opens the 
door for him to become a completely different 
character. He becomes vulnerable, he 
becomes afraid of losing his only life left and 
so that’s quite interesting because it takes 
the character to a completely different place. 

It’s another dimension of the personality of Puss 
in Boots that we didn’t see before. Not only that, 
there is a moment before that when he gets into 
a kind of depression when he is with Mama Luna 
and he lets the beard grow and is not taking care 
of himself, his eyes aren’t sparkling any more and 

his eyelids are halfway over his eyes. The way 
that he speaks, it’s like everything is done for 
him. I like that too. There are so many other 
dimensions to him and it’s fun to play.

  There are lots of characters from fairy 

I was a little kid, probably six or seven years 
old, when I saw the movie but I loved Peter 
Pan. I just loved the story. There is a magic 
in there. I fell in love with the story and I fell 

over the city to this place with Tinker Bell and 
all of those characters. 

I think I gave a lot of my own personality to Puss because 
I was allowed to do so. The only thing I don’t have is the 
eyes, they are a weapon of mass destruction. I’d like to 
have that if I could. I think there are many things in Puss 
that are a part of my own personality, so that’s the type of 
cat I would be. The creators didn’t just want us to perform, 
but to help create the characters too, it happened from 
the very beginning. I was in New York performing on 

this conversation about what type of voice they wanted. 

voice for the character, and then later I provided the 
character with a bigger voice. That was something that 
I gave them and they took it, so every scene there were 
ideas and differences and we built the character. 

 Do you enjoy the musical side to the films?
Yes, I think I started singing Livin’ La Vida Loca and things 
with Eddie Murphy as Donkey in the Shrek movies. It’s a 
lot of fun. In this one, I’ve got a regional song just created 
for Puss in Boots – Fearless Hero. I am not a professional 
singer. Every time I have sung, it’s been attached to a 
character in my movies or musicals, so I didn’t develop 
a personality as a singer. I sing how I think my character 
should. I change my voice depending on the character 
and how they would express themselves!

Big InterviewBig Interview 3 – 9 February 2023
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YOUR TASK: create a digital innovation that helps end hunger, achieve food 
security or improves nutrition. How to get involved in 

February’s goIT Monthly 
Challenge!
1. Register for the challenge
Ask your parent or teacher to help sign you up for  
this month’s challenge via the goIT Monthly Challenge 
website at the web link or QR code below.

2. Identify your problem
Choose your focus. How will your app help end hunger 
and improve nutrition? Will it focus on reducing 
food waste? Will it educate people on making 
more sustainable food choices? There are many 
possibilities! 

3. Think of an app that could solve 
this problem
Think outside the box!

4. Design a prototype
Create a storyboard showcasing the features of  
your app. Think about who your app is for and what  
it will do.

5. Create a three-minute video 
pitching your app idea
For inspiration, visit the goIT Monthly Challenge 
website (scan the QR code below) to see past  
winners’ pitches. Your pitch should include slides  
that explain your app idea.

6. Submit your entry
 

your parent or teacher for help submitting it to the 
goIT website.

PRIZES 
GALORE!
YOUR submissions will be  
judged by a panel of tech 
experts from TCS. Winners will be 
showcased on the goIT website, as well  

Terms and conditions:
This competition is open to anyone aged 6 to 14. Entries must be received 
by 28 February 2023. Entries by those under 13 must be uploaded by  
a parent or guardian. Find full details at .

 or just scan this QR code.

       About Sustainable Development Goal 2
Everybody deserves access to food, water and good nutrition. It’s one 

of our basic human rights. Reducing food inequality paves the way to  
a better life for everyone. 

The United Nations SDG 2 aims to end hunger in all its forms by 2030, 
ensuring better access to good food and the promotion of sustainable 
food production and agriculture.

       So why does this matter to me? 
There are nearly 800 million people who suffer from hunger 

worldwide. As food prices rise in the UK more and more, people are 
struggling to feed themselves and their families within our communities.

Creating a world with zero hunger and more sustainable food 
production is key to building a better future for all of us. Hunger is linked 
to bad grades at school, higher risk of illness and an inability to work 
productively. 

Ending hunger improves people’s quality of life, building happier, 
healthier and more peaceful societies. Similarly, making more 
sustainable food choices and reducing food waste is great for  
our environment and helps towards achieving the other 16 SDGs!

             

          

DID  
YOU KNOW?

Around the globe,  
3.1 billion people can’t 

afford a healthy, 
nutritious diet.

        Congratulations to last 
        month’s winner, Ayyub! 

Ayyub designed an innovative 
app that provides personalised 
help and support to children and 
young people struggling with their 
mental health, as well as guidance 
on improving their wellbeing.

What are the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals, and why do they matter? 
These are the UN’s 17 goals to protect the planet from climate change, as well as 
making it a fairer place to live. It’s a mission that needs to be reached by 2030, 
and it’s one that impacts every one of us! The UN believes that if humans caused 

Learn more about the SDGs at .

This QR code should
be scanned by a
responsible adult

p g

TCS

       This month’s role model: Jane Napais Lankisa 
At just 27 years old, Jane Napais Lankisa has spent years 

helping mentor mothers within her community about the 
healthiest foods to feed their children. Jane would trek for miles 
as a volunteer to make sure she reached as many mothers 
and young people as possible, ensuring that hunger didn’t 
become the cause of them facing other potential risks such  
as dropping out of school. 
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SEE how many words of three or more letters you can make, using 
 

the letters?

WORD WHEEL

1 6 9
9 2 3 4

2 5 6 7
8 6 2 1

9 7 4 1 3
1 5 9 7

4 8 3 6
6 3 4 2

3 2 4

O

N

M
NT

I

D

A

B

COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News competitions in one of two 
 

First News
First News

First News

First News

First News

WORD
LADDER
SEE if you can get from the top 
of the ladder to the bottom by 
changing one letter at a time to 
make a new word.

CAN you complete our crossword puzzle using the clues below?

CROSSWORD 
numbers one to nine?

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19

SUDOKU
ACROSS
1  

6  

7 
9 
11 

12 Cries out  

13 

16
18

19

DOWN
1 
synonyms for  

2  

3 

4 
5

8
10
14 

15
17  

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: 

Word ladder: 
Word wheel: 
What on Earth: 

J O U R N A L I S T

A E O P

P A T H S A P A R T

A R T D G O

N E A R L Y S H O P

F E S E

S E A M O Y S T E R

I L E S T E

R I G I D T R I A L

A I E I

A R I T H M E T I C

8 3 9 4 1 2 5 7 6
6 4 1 7 5 9 8 2 3
5 2 7 3 6 8 1 9 4
3 9 6 1 7 4 2 5 8
2 1 8 9 3 5 4 6 7
4 7 5 8 2 6 3 1 9
1 6 4 5 9 3 7 8 2
7 8 2 6 4 1 9 3 5
9 5 3 2 8 7 6 4 1

GOOD

MENU



Puzzle FunPuzzle Fun 3 – 9 February 202321
Issue 868

WIN! 
BANANAGRAMS
FROM ASMODEE

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY BANANA
 or see page 20. The closing date is 16 February 2023.

What do banana plants grow from?
a) Bulbs    b) Seeds    c) Pods

WE’VE teamed up with Asmodee, 
the leading distributor of table-top 
games and accessories in the UK, to 
provide 15 lucky winners with a copy  
of the fantastic game, BANANAGRAMS.

 

E

WORDSEARCH
can be horizontal, vertical or diagonal.

  Opera

  Harmony

  Acoustic

  Dance

  Melody

  Singing

  Jazz

  Hymn

  Classical

  Rhythm

  Musician

  Choir

  Tempo

  Concert

  Percussion 

CAN Turning Red? 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
AA BB
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Help design the future of 
London – in Minecraft!

A JAPANESE Pokémon 

had left the game, leaked his credit card details and 
downloaded something from the store.

tank is placed in front of a wall that has a grid of inputs 
matching the buttons on a Switch controller: up, down, A 
and B (see picture above). A camera tracks the movement 

inputs, it controls a Nintendo Switch console, allowing it to 

complete Pokémon Ruby in a whopping 3,000 hours.
This time, the mishap came about because Mutekimaru 

was trying to beat the new game Pokémon Violet. But 1,000 
hours in, the game crashed. 

was still able to navigate the menus of the Switch console. 

conditions, before adding 500 yen (£3.10) to Mutekimaru’s 
account and exposing their card details to everyone 
watching! It then went on to download the Nintendo 64 
series of games and earn reward points.

Fortunately, Nintendo gave Mutekimaru a refund for the 

streamed on YouTube.

ALL THE NEWS FROM THE 
XBOX DEVELOPER_DIRECT
THE 
way in 2023 has given us a bunch to look forward to.

Microsoft’s latest Xbox Developer_Direct contained 
announcements, trailers and news on the games coming 
to the Xbox Series X|S and Xbox One consoles.

Instead of sharing big news far in advance, Microsoft 
has said that it wants to give updates and information  
on its upcoming games more often. Here’s everything  
we learnt in the Xbox Developer_Direct.

Things kicked off with a look at the latest Minecraft spin-
off Minecraft Legends (below), which is set for release on 

18 April 2023 on PC, PS4, PS5, Xbox One, Xbox Series X|S and 
Xbox Game Pass. 

We got a good look at the player versus player (PvP)
multiplayer mode, which will be separate to the game’s 
single-player story mode. 

In PvP, two teams of four have to battle it out, with the 
team with the last castle standing being the winner. 
There’s a lot of co-operation required, and each game will 
take place on entirely new, randomly generated world – 
just like Minecraft. It’s looking cool!

Next, we got a good look at Forza Motorsport (below), 
the latest entry in the long-running racing series. There 
are more than 500 cars in the game, and the time of day 
will change as you drive.

There was also a lot of talk about dirt. Apparently, the 
dirt will now build up more realistically on your car, “telling 
the story of the work you put into a race”.

Lastly, a new game called Hi-Fi Rush (PEGI 12) was 
revealed and released during the showcase. The colourful 
rhythm adventure game had a surprise release on 
25 January for Xbox, PC and Game Pass.

Described as a rhythm-action experience, you play 

robots that are taking over. 
The entire game is played to a beat, so you have 

to attack enemies at the right time and pull off crazy 
combos while everything moves to the music.

STUDENTS of all ages across London are being 
asked to help re-imagine the town centre 
of Croydon, in the south of the capital, and 
help make it a greener and safer place for 
everyone. 

The 2023 Design Future London Schools 
Challenge is a partnership between City  
Hall, Minecraft Education and C40 Cities –  
a global network of mayors aiming to tackle 
the climate crisis, led by London Mayor  
Sadiq Khan.

Any student in London, aged 5 to 24, can 
take part in the challenge, either alone or 
with friends. Schools across the city are being 
given free copies of Minecraft Education, so 
that students can work on their ideas and 
entries to the design challenge.

A special Design Future Minecraft world, 
accessible in Minecraft Education, has been 
made, and it features a recreation of Croydon 
town centre, along with a Minecraft version of 
Mayor Sadiq Khan. He and a few other faces 
from City Hall act as NPCs (non-playable 
characters) in the world, and will explain  
what’s needed for parts of Croydon. 

Khan said: “It was an honour to be rendered 
in blocks and join the Minecraft family.”

the world, they’ve simply got to make a two-
minute video tour showcasing their ideas, 
which could help shape how London looks in 
the future!

What do you think? Would you like to try to 
redesign your local area in Minecraft? What 
would you add, if you could?

Mayor of London 
Sadiq Khan and 

his Minecraft 
counterpart
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SINGER Dolly Parton’s charity, the Imagination Library, 
has delivered 25,000 free books to children in Scotland.

The Imagination Library is just one part of the American 

organisation. The library sends a new book to children 

birthday, to help them develop their reading skills.
Since it was set up, the Imagination Library has given 

over 200 million books to children in the United States, 
Canada, the UK, Australia and Ireland.

In Scotland, the Imagination Library worked with  
the Wheatley Foundation to tackle unemployment. 

On National Reading Day on 23 January, the Wheatley 
Foundation announced that a total of 1,293 children have 
signed up to the scheme – with 25,206 books delivered 
since 2018.

I WAS given an opportunity to read The 
Night Animals and, wow, I loved it.

Sarah is an excellent author and a true 
role model to not just me, but to all kids 
around the world because she shows us in 
this book that through our dark times we 
can feel stronger like Nora. It’s an important 
message. 

Another thing I noticed is the artwork; 
they’re the best illustrations I’ve ever seen in 
a book. I love Sharon’s style and they, along 
with Sarah’s descriptive writing, really help 
bring it together so you picture everything  
in your head clearly.

If I were to give The Night Animals a 

I really enjoyed it and would recommend 
it. I honestly couldn’t put it down and even 

SCOTS KIDS GET 
FREE BOOKS THANKS 
TO COUNTRY STAR 
DOLLY PARTON

by Aaron Henderson

WHY not try writing a book review? We’d love to hear 
about any books or poems you have read.

audiobook, why not tell us what you liked about it? 
Whatever your thoughts, we want you to write around 
125 words on the book you’ve been reading.

don’t like about books and share your opinions with 
other First News

Send your review, along with your name, age and, 
if you like, a picture of yourself (with your parents’ 
permission) to  and 
we’ll do our best to get it in an upcoming issue of  
First News!

Write us a book review in 2023!

THE NIGHT ANIMALS
 by Sarah Ann Juckes, illustrated by Sharon King-Chai

BOOK  BOOK  
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK

Reviewed by  
Mollie 

Sandlin



Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

A BABY gecko travelled all the way 
from Egypt to the UK – almost 3,000 
miles – in a punnet of strawberries.

The tiny creature gave nurse Nikata 
Moran rather a shock when she 
unpacked her shopping in Manchester. 
Nikata said she originally put the 
strawberries in the fridge, and when she 
came back two hours later she noticed 
a “little head” popping out from the 
fruit! She said: “I couldn’t believe it. It 

seemed very alert, so I managed to get 
it onto a spoon and pop it into a plastic 
container.” She then rang the RSPCA.

The baby lizard, otherwise known 
as an Egyptian gecko, measured 
just 2.5cm long and was missing its 
tail, which should grow back. It was 
otherwise in a healthy condition. The 
surprise stowaway is now being looked 
after at the Reptilia Exotic Animal 
Rescue in Ossett, West Yorkshire. 

by Hannah Timson

GECKO 
GETAWAY

Does eating 
cheese 
before bed 
give you 
nightmares?

RESEARCHERS are offering $1,000 (£800) 

cheese snacks before bed.
The mattress-reviewing website Sleep 

Junkie wants to see whether eating cheese 
directly before going to sleep really does 
give you nightmares, as some theories 
suggest. The company said: “We also want 
to look at, if this is true, do different cheeses 
have more of an effect than others?”

dreamers” to take part in the study, with 
each being given various cheese products 
to eat before saying goodnight. This will 
include blue cheese, hard and soft cheese, 
and vegan cheese. The participants will 
have to report back on how they slept, their 
energy levels throughout the week and 
what sort of dreams or nightmares they’ve 
had. The study will begin in March and last 
for three months.
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WOW!WOW!

Sausage 
mystery

RESIDENTS in New Zealand have been left 

The bizarre trend has been happening 
for about a year in the Surfdale area of 
Waiheke Island, close to Auckland, with 
people going crazy on social media. No-one 
knows who’s behind the prank, but they’ve 
been dubbed the Surfdale Sausager. 

The sausages are usually found wrapped 
in bread with a squirt of tomato ketchup. 

One of the Sausager’s victims, Jacob, 

letterbox. He said: “It happened again and 
again, to the point where I messaged my 
friends thinking they were playing a joke 
on me – and then all of them had photos 
of sausages in their letterboxes. That was 
when I knew it was a serious problem.”

The surprise 
stowaway 

was certainly 
a cute one! 
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JOKE JOKE 
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK

What kind of room doesn’t have 
doors? A mushroom! 
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AN upside-down gown got everyone 
talking at Paris Fashion Week. 

The unusual look was created by 
designers Viktor and Rolf, who sent 
models down the runway wearing their 
dresses in all sorts of wacky ways! 

Pic 
of the 
week!
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We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See  for more information about our environmental commitments.

LEGO HEART ORNAMENT 
lego.com  £10.99
Build and customise a gorgeous heart for a loved 

including a loop so it can be hung up, and extra 

instructions and packaging include two images to 
help you get started.

HEART SUNCATCHER KIT
Hobbycraft  £1.00

suncatcher, an applicator and bright colours to create 
and personalise your suncatcher. Add a ribbon, so that 
it can be hung in a window and generate the love.*All prices correct at time of printing

25

VALENTINE’S DAYVALENTINE’S DAY

HEART HAND WARMERS
£8.99

Help keep your loved ones’ hands nice and warm 
with these cute heart hand warmers. Just click the 
disc inside and the gel will heat itself. After use, simply 
place in hot water to reheat ready for reuse.



Your NewsYour News

WRITE in to let us know 
what you’ve been up to! 
Have you been getting 
creative? Been for a great 
day out? Raised money 
for charity? Whatever it 
is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why 
not share your experiences 
with First News readers?
Email your report (and 
any pictures you want 
to share) to yournews@

. 
Don’t forget to include 

your name and age (and 
your school’s name and 
address for school news 
reports). By writing in, 
you give consent to 
First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

WE WANT  WE WANT  
TO HEAR WHAT TO HEAR WHAT 

YOUYOU// YOUR YOUR 
SCHOOL IS  SCHOOL IS  

UP TOUP TO

26
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THREE Blue Peter 

Blue Peter
Minecraft  

Minecraft Blue Peter

I built a row of stalls that had the names of famous 
people who had been on Blue Peter. This led up to a small 
lifeboat, which I called Henry’s Lifeboat (Henry is the 
Blue Peter dog). 

The lifeboat was next to a large ship (the Blue Peter 
ship), which I designed with four decks. The decks had the 
themes of Creativity, Kindness, Technology and Inspiration. 

It was easy to build the inspiration deck because all I 
needed to do was build the top deck, then when I look over 
the edge of a ship, I see new things that inspire me. 

I was so excited when I got a call from Blue Peter to tell 
me I was in the top 30 entries. A few weeks later, I got a 
special orange Blue Peter badge in the post, and my entry 
was shown on the show.

I brought the badge to school and showed my class. 
I was really proud.

My mum was proud of me as she also won a Blue Peter 
badge when she was my age (eight).

BLUE PETER 
BADGE WINNER

JUNIORJUNIORJOURNALISTJOURNALIST

Heath with his orange 
 badge

Magical
Lilidorei

It is a magical land that is home to 
lots of magical and mythical creatures 
like goblins, hobgoblins, pixies and much 
more.

There is a giant structure that you can 
play and climb on. The slides are huge, 
and the rope bridges are so high.

I loved climbing across the bridges and 
up the ladders. It was so much fun, and 
we didn’t want it to end!

You can unlock lots of fun and explore 
the magical fairy land if you go to Lilidorei.

Matilda 
the Musical

amazing! It was so good that my mum, 
sister and I decided to see it at the 
theatre.

It is about a girl whose parents are 
really mean to her and don’t think 
reading and learning are good. One day 
she gets sent to Crunchem Hall, a terrible 
school with an even worse headmistress. 
The performance was out of this world, 

with amazing songs (I couldn’t help 
singing along). The actor who played 
Matilda had an unbelievable voice.

My favourite song was Miracle, which  
is the opening song to the show.

The theatre was packed with people, 
but I am not surprised as it was amazing.

When I was walking back to the tube 
station, I saw the actor who played Miss 
Honey; she looked totally different to 
when she was on stage. 

If you were to go, you would have the 
time of your life.

JUNIORJUNIORJOURNALISTJOURNALIST

Testing out 
the attractions 

at Lilidorei

Matilda 
on stage JUNIORJUNIOR

JOURNALIST
JOURNALIST

Lola at the theatre
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by Eddie de Oliveira

Beth Mooney of Australia (right) looks to run out Pakistan‘s Javeria Khan during game two 
of the T20 International series between the two countries. The Aussies won the match to 

Toni Eggert and Sascha Benecken of Germany celebrate winning gold in the men’s 
doubles at the World Luge Championships in Oberhof, Germany.

Marco Odermatt claimed two super-G race wins in one weekend at the Alpine 

The FA Cup fourth round saw Sunderland’s Chris 
Rigg, aged just 15, play brilliantly in a 1-1 draw at 
Premier League side Fulham. 
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Brighton and Hove Albion fans dressed as seagulls watch on as their team knock 
the holders, Liverpool, out of the FA Cup. The coastal team, nicknamed the Seagulls, 
won 2-1, just two weeks after beating the Reds 3-0 in the Premier League. 



NOVAK Djokovic has added yet another 
title to his incredible list of achievements, 
winning his tenth Australian Open title and 
drawing level with Rafael Nadal on 22 Grand 
Slam victories. 

Djokovic beat Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas 
6-3, 7-6, 7-6. The Serbian star only dropped 
one set in the entire tournament and looks 
perfectly capable of winning more Grand 
Slams. No other male player has won as 
many, while Serena Williams (23) and 
Margaret Court (24) are the only two women 
with more.

Belarusian Aryna Sabalenka come from a set 

Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.
“I need a few days to realise what 

happened,” said Sabalenka. “I’m speechless.”

Hewett and Gordon Reid won an amazing 
fourth Australian Open title in a row, with 
a convincing 6-1, 6-2 win over Dutch duo 
Maikel Scheffers and Ruben Spaargaren.

Hewett also tasted success in the singles, 
with a 6-3, 6-1 victory against Japan’s Tokito 
Oda. The win was especially sweet because 

“The history of losing the last couple of 
years haunted me,” he said. 

BRITAIN’S Matt Weston has become world skeleton champion, 
after a wild week in which he also took the European title for 

The margins are usually incredibly tight in skeleton races, 
but he beat Italy’s Amedeo Bagnis by a remarkable 1.79sec to 
win world gold!

“It’s an amazing feeling. It’s an absolute dream to be world 
champion,” he said.

Weston is only the second British man to win the world title. 

If you’re aged 12-15, live near Bath and like the idea of 
following in Matt’s footsteps, the British Bobsleigh & Skeleton 
Association (BBSA) runs taster sessions for skeleton and 

tinyurl.com/bathskeleton.

X marks the top spot
There was success for another British athlete over in 

medal. She’d never managed to make the podium before,  
but her amazing performance in the ski superpipe event 

 

now been won by Mark McMorris, 
setting a new record. The 
Canadian snowboarder won his 
latest medal, a slopestyle gold, in 
Aspen, US, where at the age of 29 

he was the oldest competitor in the event. Eleven 

is the age of Australia’s David 

competitive male footballer in 
the world. David plays in an over-
45s game every week and had 

of a match to be given the record. He’s also quite 
handy off the pitch, as he’s been club president, 
treasurer and barbecue chef at various points too!

trophies were won in one day 
by the London Lions basketball 
team, as their men and women 
both beat Leicester Riders to 
win the BBL Cup and WBBL Cup 

much closer, with the Lions winning 79-71, but the 
women’s team hammered the Riders 95-42.

SportSport
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by Ian Eddy28

Wild Weston!

Djokovic 
celebrates his 

tenth Aussie 
Open win

NO PROBLEM  FOR NOVAK
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New skeleton world champion Matt Weston
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Zoe Atkin after winning gold
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Sabalenka in 
action during 
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